
U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson 
“Under Dr. Tilden’s very capable leadership the UNMC College of Nursing has experienced 
impressive growth and increased national prominence. The mark of an effective leader is their 
lasting impact and I have no doubt that faculty, staff, students, patients and all Nebraskans will 
benefit far into the future because of Ginny’s work.” 
 
Nebraska Sen. Mike Flood 
"I was privileged to work extensively with Dean Tilden during the planning for the UNMC 
Northern Nursing Division in Norfolk. She is a consummate professional--committed to 
excellence in the service of others and dedicated to meeting Nebraska's healthcare needs."  
 
University of Nebraska Regent Bob Whitehouse 
“We salute Dr. Ginny Tilden on her retirement. Her professional demeanor, patience, and laser 
like vision will be difficult to replace. Our community and the nursing college are simply better 
today because of her leadership, commitment, and dedicated focus on teaching and research.  
Dean Tilden is to be commended for recognizing and addressing solutions to a nursing shortage 
during her tenure at UNMC. We all wish her well!” 
 
J.B. Milliken, University of Nebraska president  
“Meeting the growing demand for practicing nurses and nursing faculty has been a high priority 
for the University of Nebraska. Under Dean Tilden's leadership, the university has made 
impressive progress, opening a new college division in Norfolk, an expanded college in Omaha, 
and upgrading facilities in Kearney and Scottsbluff. We have seen impressive growth in nursing 
enrollment, faculty, research and private giving. All this is positioning the university to provide 
high-quality education for the next generation of nurses and nursing leaders in Nebraska. Dean 
Tilden has been an extraordinary leader with a demonstrated commitment to the state and its 
people. I am very grateful for her outstanding service to this university." 
 
Bill Path, Ph.D., president of Northeast Community College 
“In my career, I have had the distinct privilege of working with many talented and visionary 
professionals but few have been of the caliber of Dr. Virginia Tilden. I found in her an 
unwavering commitment to quality nursing instruction—an unselfish academic leader with a true 
love for her profession and a spirit of partnership. Many have been influenced through her efforts 
and Nebraska has been made a better place by her work at UNMC. She has been a respected 
colleague and friend, and I wish her the best in her retirement.” 
 
Don Goldstein, chair of the UNMC Board of Counselors 
“All Nebraskans should thank Dr. Tilden for her service, leadership and vision in transforming 
the College of Nursing into the fine institution it is today. Her commitment to excellence will 
benefit all for generations to come.” 
 
Glenn Van Ekeren, President, Vetter Health Services 
“Dr. Tilden’s passion for the nursing profession is evident in her unwavering commitment to 
educate, inspire, and prepare nurses to meet the changing demands of patients. Her visionary 
thinking and focus elevated the college’s presence and set the stage for phenomenal growth, 
educational excellence, and the confidence to move boldly into the future.” 



Gladys Sorensen, Ph.D., alumnae of the UNMC College of Nursing and former Dean of the 
University of Arizona College of Nursing 
“I’ve always been proud to be a graduate of the college and I think she’s done great things. She’s 
expanded and established new programs, established a division in Norfolk, and has done a great 
job to encourage and recognize faculty in their research efforts. I’ve been very pleased of her 
efforts.” 


